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He 1s a fascist
who wants
unchecked power.

Accusations fly: Seventy percent of Americans think elected officials should avoid aggressive language — but Republicans are more likely to find it acceptable than Democrats.

She is lazy.
She is stupid.
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Should we be afraid? The United States is preparing for its presidential election. Some believe that the result will shape the future of

democracy.

‘What’s happening?

There are eight days left until the United States of America goes to the polls. On
Tuesday 5 November, tens of millions of Americans will cast their vote.

They have to decide who they want to lead their country for the next four years:
Democrat Kamala Harris or Donald Trump, from the Republican Party. Whoever
wins will shape the world.

Find out more

The American president leads the richest and most powerful country on Earth. Their
actions can affect the whole world.

Donald Trump and Kamala Harris have very different ideas. Trump wants a small
government and to send immigrants away. Harris wants to act on climate change,
make sure all women have access to abortions and help America’s friends.

Many Americans and most states lean heavily towards one party. The election result
depends on how people vote in seven swing states.

This year, the race is very close. Nobody can say who will win.

Many are worried about a Trump win. He has told lies and promoted false ideas while
campaigning. He says he would be a “dictator on day one”. Some think he puts
democracy at risk.

Others say people are worrying too much. The president does not hold all the power in
the USA. They do not make most of the country’s laws. And Trump may simply be
exaggerating to win votes.

Should we be afraid?

Some say

Yes! Trump has already spent four years as president. This time, he will know how the
job works and what he wants to get done. He could change America very dramatically

and very quickly.

Others think

No! The country survived four years under Trump from 2017 to 2021. Democracy
survived too. He will probably not do half the things he talks about.
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Some people say

“A nation that is afraid to let its people judge the truth
and falsehood in an open market is a nation that is afraid
of its people.”

John F Kennedy (1917 — 1963), 35th president of the
United States

Six steps to discovery

1. Connect
How do you feel about this story? - Are you worried
about the results of the US election?

2. Wonder

‘What questions do you have? - For example: Why might
the candidate with the most votes not actually win the
election?

3. Investigate

Empty heading
‘What are the facts? - Pick out one thing we know for

What do you think? certain about this story and one thing we cannot say for
sure.
4. Construct
What is your point of view? - Imagine you are an
American. How would you vote and why?
5. Express
‘What do others believe? - What character traits should a
leader have? Discuss as a class.
6. Reflect
What might happen next? - You have won an election.
Write a 30-second victory speech.

Glossary

Democrat - A member of the Democratic party, the left-
leaning US political party.

Donald Trump - An American television personality who
became US president from 2016 to 2020. He is running to
be president again in 2024.

President - In some countries, the leader is called the
president.

Government - The group of people who govern - or lead
- the country.

Immigrants - People who have moved into one country
from another.

Climate change - Long-term shifts in temperatures and
weather patterns. Human action is a major cause of
climate change.

Abortions - The deliberate ending of pregnancy.

Swing states - In the USA, states that sometimes vote for
Republican presidential candidates and sometimes vote
for Democrats. Which way the swing states go will decide
who wins an election.

Dictator - A ruler who has total power, and has often
taken power by force.

Democracy - A system of government based on the idea
of rule by the people.

Laws - Rules that everyone must follow.

Exaggerating - Describing something as being better,
worse or bigger than it really was.
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