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Some people say

“Sticks and stones can break your bones, but names can kill you.”

Philip Zimbardo (1933 – ), American psychologist

 

What do you think? 

Six steps to discovery

1. Connect
How do you feel about this story? - Do you like your name? What name
would you have chosen for yourself?

2. Wonder
What questions do you have? - For example: What is the funniest real
name you have come across in books or on television?

3. Investigate
What are the facts? - Pick out one thing we can say for certain and
another thing we cannot say for sure.

Malaysia says no to babies called Evil
18 July 2024

Denied: The country’s National Registration Department says parents should avoid negative connotations and Gen Z slang.




Do names change your character? Malaysia’s National Registration Department has designed a guide to parents naming new children — with
particular caution against the names “Evil”, “Skibidi”, “Bodoh” and “Busuk.”

 

What’s happening?

There are few things more embarrassing than forgetting somebody’s name.

So imagine being friends with Hubert Blaine Wolfeschlegelsteinhausenbergerdorff Sr (abbreviated), a
German-American with 27 names and a 666-letter surname.

It is hard to envy such a long name. But according to the Malaysian National Registration Department, it could
be worse.

It has had to warn parents against giving their children names with negative connotations, such as “Evil”, or
Gen-Alpha slang, like “Skibidi”.

Research suggests our names can guide us down particular paths, a phenomenon known as “nominative
determinism”.

For example, studies have shown that people living in the city of St Louis are more likely than average to be
called “Louis”.

Scientists call this “implicit egoism”: a tendency to feel positively about things that resemble our own names.
But others are not so convinced.

They argue what really matters is what other people think about our names. Research has found when
presented with two identical CVs under two different names, one stereotypically White and the other
stereotypically Black, employers are 50% more likely to call back the candidates with the White names.

Similar work has found teachers treat children differently depending on their names. So other people’s
attitudes towards our names can dictate the opportunities we get. 

Do names change your character?

Some say

Yes! Studies suggest that our names determine where we go to university, what profession we pick and what
friends we make.

Others think

No! Our character is determined by our background, which also influences the names our parents choose to
call us.
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4. Construct
What is your point of view? - Imagine that somebody close to you has
just had a baby and wants you to choose its name. Having read this
article, what name would you suggest to maximise the baby’s life
chances?

5. Express
What do others believe? - In small groups, design a study to explore
how people in your class have been shaped by their names. You could do
a survey, a series of interviews or a short report.

6. Reflect
What might happen next? - It is 2040, and for simplicity, the
government has decided that everybody will share the same name. Write
a short story imagining how society would be different if we were all
called the same thing.

Glossary

Gen-Alpha - Generation Alpha, term used to describe the generation of
people born (or who will be born) between 2010 and 2025


