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%3 NEWS DETECTIVES

TODAY’S NEWS STORY

The intriguing
jobs that no
longer exist

[ 1 Obsolete:

No longer working

[ ] Snuff:

Put out, cut off the air

[ Profit: The money a
business makes

[ Dredge: Drag up from
underwater

ecords in the British

Newspaper Archive
offer a snapshot of some
vanished careers.

As tech bosses debate
whether AI will make some
jobs , here are a few
of the fascinating things we
used to do for a living.

Snuffed out

It used to take

25,000 people to

light London’s lamps.
Now lamplighters are all
but extinct. But a few still
turn up at dusk to light
the historic gas lamps

Humans have always had to work, but they haven’t always
had jobs. The earliest records we have of people being
paid to work are from about 5,000 years ago. One early
form of payment was salt. The word salary, meaning pay,
comes from the Roman word for salt.

at Buckingham Palace,
and then again at dawn to
them out.

Knocker up

Before alarm clocks,

we had knocker ups.
Someone would come

to your door and wake
you up to make sure you
weren’t late. No snooze
button back then!

Rag and bone man

Before recycling, people
sold their old clothes to
the rag and bone man,
who would collect rubbish
and hope to sell it on for
a

Crossing sweeper

Back before tarmac, and
when horse droppings were a
common sight on the roads, a
crossing sweeper would clean
the street for a small fee.

Mudlark

Meanwhile mudlarks would

the rivers, looking
for rubbish worth saving
from the water.

Chimney sweep

And when everyone had a
coal fire, chimney sweeps
would climb up them to
clean. This was a hard job,
and like many back then,
it was done by children!

This worksheet is available every weekday at 6:30am London time from https://theday.co.uk/resources/news-detectives.
For any feedback or help please contact newsdetectives@theday.co.uk. Thank you.
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This worksheet is available every weekday at 6:30am London time from https://theday.co.uk /resources/news-detectives.
For any feedback or help please contact newsdetectives@theday.co.uk. Thank you.




