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Could the women's game be 
more popular? A new Disney short 
film updates Cinderella and uses 
women’s football stars to get girls 
onto the pitch. On the ball: Ella – A Modern Day Fairytale, is about girls following their sporting dreams.

TODAY’S BIG STORY

NEWS DETECTIVES

YOU DECIDE 
Could the women’s game be 
more popular? 
YES.  Women’s club football could have just 
as many followers as the Premier League — 
if not more.

NO.  Women’s football is booming right now, but it 
will never be more popular than the men’s game. 

Reimagine: Transform

Subbed off:  
Replaced by a substitute

Obstacles: Barriers

Initiative: Plan

Narrated: Read out

Lioness: Members of the 
England women’s squad

Development:  
Building a larger  
audience

Perception:  
How things are seen
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Cinderella is swapping her glass 
slippers for studded boots. That is 
because she does not want to 

go to the ball — she wants to go to the 
football game. 

England Football and Disney have 
teamed up to reimagine the classic 
fairytale in a new short film. It is about 
a young girl called Ella who dreams of 
playing for her local team.

Wicked stepsisters have been subbed 
off for some of the obstacles that keep 
girls from chasing sporting glory.

The film’s message is that 
“football is for everyone”.

The women’s World Cup is just 
around the corner, and the Football 
Association wants as many girls as 
possible to get involved.

The film highlights the FA’s Disney-
inspired Shooting Stars programme. 
This is an initiative to get girls 

playing football by combining it with 
storytelling.

Narrated by England star Alex 
Scott, Ella also features football fairy 
godmothers in the form of real-life 
Lioness legends Leah Williamson, 
Lucy Bronze, and Lauren James. 

The FA's head of development, 
Louise Gear, said, “ahead of a huge 
summer for women's and girls' football, 
we hope this not only inspires more girls 
to have the courage to play, but changes 
perceptions in the playground". 

Free copies of the film will be given to 
primary schools from September.

THE STORY SO FAR 
England Football began its Disney-inspired 
Shooting Stars programme to get girls 
into football with stories in 2019. More 
than 70,000 girls have taken part across 
3,600 schools in the UK.
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The first UK women's club 
was the British Ladies FC 
in London but when did  
they start?

A) 1918
B) 1920
C) 1895
D) 1945

THE  DETECTIVE ZONE

SPOT THE FAKE
One of these three news stories is fake. 
Which one?

Wales blames orangutan for semi-final defeat

World cup frenzy strains Qatar’s camels

Nigerian lucky chickens banned from World Cup
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Amaze someone

Talking point

Do we all 
need role 
models? 

The FA has not 
always supported 
women’s football. 

They officially 
banned it for 

50 years between 
1920 and 1970!

England star Leah 

Williamson is also training 

to be an accountant, to 

ensure she has a backup 

plan if she is injured.

FOOTBALL FAIRYTALES!
What other fairytale might be adapted to 
football? Can you design the poster for a 
football reimagining of a classic story?

Step one: 
Think about your design! 
What fairytale would you choose? 
How can you change it to make it 
more football-friendly?

Step two:
Create your design! Draw your 
poster for Snow White and 
the Seven Defenders — or the 
fairytale you have chosen! 
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many girls face when trying to play 
football, and ahead of a huge summer 
for women's and girls' football we hope 
this not only inspires more girls to 
have the courage to play, but changes 
perceptions in the playground".

Free copies of the film will be given 
to primary schools across the country 
from September.

Answers to the puzzles
Women's football question 
C) 1895

Spot the fake 
Wales blames orangutan for 
semi-final defeat

This is an edited version of a story from
© BBC Newsround [23/06/2023]
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THE EXTRA PAGE

programme, which supports primary 
school-aged girls to develop movement, 
listening and speaking skills, teamwork 
and confidence through sport 
and storytelling. 

Since launching in 2019, the 
programme has seen more than 70,000 
girls take part across 3,600 schools in 
the UK.

The Football Association's head of 
development Louise Gear, said the 
new film "highlights the barriers that 

Disney’s 
new football 
short film 

Former England footballer and 
TV presenter Alex Scott is the 
narrator for a new animated 

Disney short film which encourages 
young girls to give football a go. 

It comes ahead of the Fifa Women's 
World Cup which takes place in 
Australia and New Zealand. 

Called Ella: A Modern Day Fairytale, 
the film is a unique take on the classic 
tale of Cinderella.

The short film, which is a 
collaboration between England Football 
and Disney, aims to show "football is for 
everyone" and to inspire girls to try it 
out — either at school or at a local club.

The film tells the story of primary 
school pupil Ella who follows her 
passion to play football, while 
overcoming barriers along the way.

Ella receives some much needed 
help from her three Lioness 
Godmothers — England Women stars 
Leah Williamson, Lucy Bronze and 
Lauren James — who have all been 
animated for the film. 

Ella ends up achieving her goal of 
joining her local team. 

The animation also shines a light 
on the Disney-inspired Shooting Stars 

Lioness godmothers: England’s stars appear to tell Ella she can achieve any goal.

Read more on this topic
She Shoots, 
She Scores! by 
Catriona Clarke 

Pan Macmillan

The Wonder Team 
and the Forgotten 
Footballers by Leah 
Williamson and 
Jordan Glover 

Pan Macmillan
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